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The Collegian - September 14, 2021
News
WOW WE’RE BACK
9/14/2021
A Behind the Scenes of Weekend of Welcome
By: Annika Henthorn
News Reporter
Who could forget about SMC’s notorious first-year greeting? After a year in hibernation,
Weekend of Welcome finally returned for its first in-person appearance August 27-29.
Greeted by energetic whoops and hollers of WOWies prepping to unload endless lines of
cars, the class of 2025 was welcomed back onto campus with open arms and loads of
enthusiasm. Such a large undertaking requires a sizable team, and for Weekend of
Welcome, that team was made up of WOWies. Not only are they considered the school’s
welcoming committee, but are also part-time Uhaul movers for first years, and intensive
laborers, working around the clock to prepare for Saint Mary’s return to campus. Weekend
festivities included painting the SMC, a carnival, the soiree, and so much more for first
years to partake in.
Following such a tough year for so many, WOWies wanted to ensure that first year students
were acclimated to campus and the social scene before beginning school. To the naked
eye, Weekend of Welcome may seem like a culmination of typical college events and
games, but beneath the surface lies the sweat and tears of coordinators, WOWies, and
others who worked tirelessly to prepare for such a long-awaited week. Victoria Jacobo, a
Weekend of Welcome coordinator, has revealed that they began “prepping for WOW the
last week of June once the bulk of Orientation ended.” These large events that may seem
simple to plan have actually taken months to prepare for. Although coordinators began
planning in June, WOWies arrived two weeks before to train for the incoming chaos. Shortly
after, they were split into teams, each focusing on an event and its needed arrangements.
Whether that was hand-painting posters or setting up the Farewell Barbeque, WOWies
seemed to have their hands full leading up to the start of the semester.

One of the biggest challenges faced in this process was “communicating with different
departments to see how they can be involved and what they need from us,” according to
Jacobo. This required all different departments of the school to collaborate in order to
create such a seamless experience for incoming first year students. Despite the laborious
work involved in orchestrating such a large production, both WOWies and coordinators can
agree that seeing everything come to fruition made it entirely worth it.
Topher Costa, a first year student that attended Weekend of Welcome, has said that “it was
really fun just to get to know everyone and be forced into it; it just made it a lot easier to
meet friends.” With so much change and uncertainty spiralling around first year students,
Weekend of Welcome helped alleviate some of that fear and allow them to meet friends
before school began.
Skylar Matas, another first year student, agreed, saying that “whether it was in line or
during planned activities” she was able to develop friendships over the course of the
weekend. However, Megan Louis has said that with such a packed weekend, “it was hard to
settle in because there wasn’t a ton of spare time.” Although this is intentional to shield
students from feeling lonely, it can also be overwhelming for those that want time to settle
in. College is not an easy transition, and Weekend of Welcome is there to help navigate first
years through it.

HURRICANE IDA: ANOTHER TRIBULATION FOR COLLEGE
STUDENTS
9/14/2021
Thousands of college students scattered along the east coast are again going online, however
COVID-19 is not the culprit.
By: Ally Sullivan
News Reporter
Hurricane Ida made landfall on the coast of Louisiana on Sunday, August 30th, leaving
universities in the area to deal with this unfortunate natural disaster. In hopes of being in a
more personal post zoom world, educational processes will be stopped, and may not
continue for several weeks. A statement from Tulane University in New Orleans was
released stating that classes will be cancelled until September 12th, and be resumed online
beginning the 13th.
With classes cancelled and power out, students are faced with the uncertainty of where
they might go next. Lacking resources on campuses, some students have been transported
to safer parts of Baton Rouge and neighboring areas. This does not impact the efforts to
combat COVID-19. Research being done at Tulane University, has shown that when
students are able to return to campus, efforts will be made to test the individuals coming in
such as setting up proper quarantine rooms to ensure caution for all students.
Louisiana State University works toward cleaning up campus, and prepping for the
oncoming of students in the next few days. First priority, as addressed by the
administration, is allowing the students time to process and address the other difficulties
that have arisen in their personal lives as a result of the hurricane.
Although all are well versed in online learning, problems arise out of the lack of power in
many areas. Online learning would be possible if staff and students were able to get far
enough away from the affected areas to towns and cities with power.
While scattering amongst students and staff continues, concerns circle around the
potential dropout rate at many of the universities affected by the storms. This all being the
result of possibly 6-8 weeks of no schooling at all. Elementary school districts have been
providing families with $100 stipends to use for tarps for roofs, as well as gas for

generators. This same concern has yet to be matched by college universities, however if
problems persist, actions will have to be taken.

SMC HAS A SMART START TO FIRE SEASON
9/14/2021
Saint Mary’s Action Response Team created to streamline emergency response at SMC.
By: Kiera O’Hara-Heinz
News Reporter
Fire danger signs are a familiar sight driving around Moraga and the surrounding areas.
Though familiar, the current risk severity of extremely high is a reminder of the dangers of
SMC’s beautiful, albeit dry and grassy, setting. With fire season in full swing, emergency
preparedness may be on the top of many students' minds. In an effort to streamline
emergency response protocols, SMC’s Action and Response Team (SMART) was created last
month, putting a heightened amount of attention on emergency management for the SMC
community.
SMART was created by President Richard Plumb in August 2021. The committee is cochaired by Chief of Public Safety Hampton Cantrell and Vice President for Student Life
Anthony Garrison with additional members in Academic Affairs, Human Resources,
Communications, Information Technology Services, and Facilities.
Chief Cantrell describes SMART as “a college-wide committee charged with overseeing the
preparedness, mitigation, response, and recovery of a major crisis that may impact the
college as a whole or one of its major units.”
As a co-chair, Cantrell is responsible for the implementation of SMART initiatives with other
team members. He says that in the event of a crisis, team members will review, come up
with an appropriate plan of action, and recommend the action plan to the appropriate
college officials.
“The campus has emergency plans for fire, earthquake, bomb threat, Active Shooter,
unhealthy air quality, to name a few,” said Cantrell. “The role of SMART is to ensure these
plans are updated regularly and communicated to the campus community.”
In response to high winds or severe weather in high fire danger areas, like parts of
Lamorinda or Walnut Creek, PG&E may shut off power to help prevent wildfires.

According to the PG&E website, “wildfire conditions across California have intensified due
to increased temperatures and dryness. The combination of dry vegetation and high winds
can uproot trees, blow branches onto power lines or create sparks if power lines contact
one another. These conditions call for Public Safety Power Shutoffs (PSPS).”
These Public Safety Power Shut-offs or PSPS are often forecasted several days in advance
and community members are often warned of possible or planned outages 24 to 48 hours
ahead of time.
Cantrell says that SMC is preparing for power outages by maintaining a generator to supply
emergency power in case of a power outage. This generator has to be tested periodically.
According to Michael Beseda, the Vice Provost of Enrollment at Saint Mary’s, despite
receiving emails about generator testing and repairs going on, students do not need to
worry about broken generators. Beseda says that the tests and repairs are to fix a
mechanism that automatically turns the generator on if power on campus is cut, but that
the generators still work if turned on manually.
In the event of a power outage or fire, Saint Mary’s community members will be notified via
the LiveSafe app. For community members looking for additional information about
emergency preparedness, Cantrell offers himself as a resource, “as Chief of Public Safety, I
am always available to discuss safety and security issues with students, faculty, and staff. It
is an honor to work for such a fine institution.”
Chief Cantrell offers the following tips for students to be better prepared for emergencies:
Download the SMC LiveSafe app on the mobile devices
Read emergency evacuation plans on buildings, classrooms, dorms.
Check-in with Resident Directors and Assistants
Participate in campus drills
Building specific evacuation plans can be found at the following link: Incident Management
| Saint Mary's College (stmarys-ca.edu)
For more information about PG&E Public Safety Power Shut-offs including preparedness
checklists and PSPS explanations: https://www.pge.com/en_US/residential/outages/publicsafety-power-shuttoff/learn-about-psps.page

Opinion
TEXAS IS ON THE WRONG SIDE OF HISTORY, AGAIN
9/14/2021
The Texas Abortion Law that Undermines a Woman’s Right to Choose is an Attack of Roe V Wade.
By: Riley Mulcahy
Opinion Columnist
The same state that elected Progressive Governor Ann Richards in 1991 passed an extreme
and oppressive law banning abortions after the sixth week of pregnancy, which effectively
bans abortions. According to The New York Times, some women do not know that they are
pregnant until after the sixth-week mark.
Abortion access has been a highly debated topic for the last fifty years; however, the
landmark case, Roe V. Wade, explicitly gives women the right to choose whether or not to
have an abortion. Republicans have called themselves “pro-life” for decades, but this is a
misconstrued notion. The fact that a party that is allegedly based on “personal freedoms”
would not understand that there are circumstances that make abortion the only option for
women is indefensible, but not shocking. Nonetheless, it shows the hypocrisy of the
argument that they make when they call themselves “pro-life.”
The most disturbing part of the bill is that there is no caveat for rape or incest and that
healthcare providers and ride-share drivers are liable for aiding an abortion. Instead of
focusing on the fact that rape and incest are two of the most traumatic and abusive things
that a woman can endure, the lawmakers negate this and instead fight on for the “sancity
of life.”
Do not let the “sanctity of life” argument fool you. For decades, there has been an infusion
of warped “Christan values” infused with the Republican Party’s platform. However, their
platform does not include any social programs needed to avoid abortions in the first place,
instead opting to argue “personal responsibility.” It is mind-boggling and unacceptable that
even when a woman is a victim of rape or incest, she will not have access to safe abortions.

In response to ride-share drivers being thrown into this mess of a bill, both Uber and Lyft
have come out with statements in defense of a woman’s right to choose. Lyft has pledged a
million dollars to Planned Parenthood and stated that drivers do not ask riders where they
are going. Riders should never be worried that they are breaking the law by requesting a
car to get access to needed healthcare, and it is not the driver’s job to judge you based on
the location you are going to.
Although the conversation is centered on Texas and its atrocious law, there needs to be
more considerable discussion surrounding the notion of freedom in the context of
abortion. The same states that refuse to implement COVID-19 mandates based on the idea
that it attacks their personal freedom are so quick to attack a woman’s right to choose.
Although surprisingly, Republican Governors have just started to implement restrictive laws
surrounding abortion, Roe v. Wade is still rightfully the law of the land, and the ACLU has
already announced that they will see Texas in court because of the abortion law. This
should go without saying, but the “personal freedom” argument about not wearing a mask
should never be compared to the pain a woman must be feeling when deciding whether or
not to have an abortion.
States have defunded healthcare clinics such as Planned Parenthood because they perform
abortions; however, according to Planned Parenthood, only three percent of the services
they provide are abortions.
When we attack reproductive freedom, we also attack access to healthcare for
impoverished communities, something that is always the case when abortion is restricted.
Rich politicians and their wives and/or mistresses will not have a problem finding a way to
get an abortion when it is convenient to them. Still, they will be the first ones to condemn
poor women for not “pulling themselves up by their bootstraps” and having the baby
regardless of the circumstances of the pregnancy or the lack of access to essential services
they will face due to Republicans relentless attack on a woman’s right to choose.
Saint Mary’s campus is not immune to the anti-abortion movement. At the recent
involvement fair, there was a pro-life club represented. Let me make this clear: being
against abortion is not the problem, and it is safe to say that people who identify as prochoice would love to live in a world where abortion does not need to be an option.
However, the disconnect between the term “pro-life” and reality is that it negates the very
real situations that women face out of their control, such as rape and incest. Furthermore,

a woman does not owe anyone an explanation on why she does not want to continue with
a pregnancy, regardless of the opinions of anti-choice voices.

IT’S NOT JUST YOUR CHOICE: GET VACCINATED
9/14/2021
With COVID-19 hospitalizations surging amongst unvaccinated individuals, it is more important
than ever to reject Coronavirus misinformation and get vaccinated for the sake of yourself and
the community around you.
By: Brent Dondalski
Opinion Columnist
Right now, about 1.1% of COVID-19 hospitalizations consist of vaccinated individuals, and
only .08% of COVID-19deaths were vaccinated people according to AP News. Yet, we have
approximately 160,000 new cases in the U.S. now compared to the relatively modest
40,000 new cases exactly a year ago (Worldometer). The scenario is clear: the eradication
of COVID-19 eradication depends on unvaccinated people more than anyone else.
If you are not vaccinated yet, I encourage you to get vaccinated. Nearly every reputable
medical authority recommends the COVID-19 vaccine and emphasizes its extreme
unlikelihood to harm an individual. 96% of doctors are vaccinated as of June 11th 2021
according to the American Medical Association. You are far more likely to contract COVID19 and die than you are to have an adverse reaction to the vaccine. You are doing
everybody around you an immeasurable favor by getting vaccinated.
With that said, the pandemic continues to rage on, decimating almost exclusively
unvaccinated populations. There is a direct correlation between COVID-19 hospitalizations
and vaccination rates within any given state, with the least vaccinated states being hit the
hardest. Unfortunately, the COVID-19 vaccination has been heavily politicized. Despite
overwhelming scientific consensus on the efficacy and safety of the vaccine, the trust in the
shot remains partisan.
According to The New York Times, those who voted for Trump in the 2020 election are
significantly less likely to have gotten vaccinations than Biden voters. This is an issue
because even as unvaccinated populations are feeling the full wrath of the pandemic, they
are still being discouraged from taking the vaccine by certain politicians and media figures.
Media moguls like Tucker Carlson share COVID-19 disinformation every night on television,
despite the Fox News studio requiring all employees to be vaccinated. The vaccine not

being FDA approved used to be a major talking point for anti-vax propagandists like Tucker
Carlson, yet now the approval has come and the goalposts have shifted. Vaccine mandates
are argued to be unconstitutional and a government overreach, despite George
Washington having actually mandated smallpox inoculations across the military,
contributing to the eradication of the disease.
Many of the anti vaccine stances are rooted in disinformation and a fundamental
misunderstanding of epidemiology. People also sometimes argue that young healthy
people tend to suffer less from COVID-19 than the elderly or those with health conditions,
and that staying healthy is the best protection against COVID-19. Not only is this
scientifically inaccurate, but this train of logic is a dead-end because elderly people or those
with health conditions should absolutely not be considered more “expendable” than
healthy adults.
Ultimately it is everybody’s responsibility, as human beings, to protect themselves and
those around them. Not wearing a mask or not taking a vaccine is not simply a personal
choice because one can carry the disease and spread it to others, who will in turn suffer
because of that choice. Fortunately, the Biden administration understands this and that’s
why the United States will be seeing that COVID-19 vaccines are mandated similar to other
inoculations like the smallpox vaccine.
But we can only get so far. The mandates will help, but ultimately, the unvaccinated
community must dwindle to as few people as possible if COVID-19 is to be eradicated. If
COVID-19 continues to develop in our population, then the Delta variant will be the tip of
the iceberg. More variants will develop, threatening even vaccinated people with
contamination. The cruelest irony of this situation is that unvaccinated Americans are
rejecting a free and easily accessible vaccine that less privileged countries would be
grateful to have.
This vaccine hesitancy, which is difficult to separate from anti-mask rhetoric, is bizarre, antiscience, and quite arbitrary. People eat McDonald’s everyday, but are suddenly concerned
about unknown substances in their bloodstream. Schools require smallpox vaccinations
for students, but suddenly mandates are now government overreach. Surgeons wear
masks all the time for procedures that last many hours, yet suddenly they are hard to
breathe through.

The COVID vaccine should not be this extreme of a debate or issue, yet we have gotten to a
crossroads where it might decide our civilization’s future.
Dr. Anita Sircar wrote an LA Times article detailing her experience in the ER throughout the
pandemic, declaring “the burden of this pandemic now rests on the shoulders of the
unvaccinated.’ On those who are eligible to get vaccinated but choose not to, a decision
they defend by declaring, ‘Vaccination is a deeply personal choice.’ But perhaps never in
history has anyone’s personal choice affected the world as a whole as it does right now.
When hundreds and thousands of people continue to die—when the most vulnerable
members of society, our children, cannot be vaccinated—the luxury of choice ceases to
exist.”

Sources:
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-health941fcf43d9731c76c16e7354f5d5e187
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/us/
https://covid-101.org/science/how-many-people-have-died-from-the-vaccine-in-the-u-s/
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-and-diseases/coronavirus/is-thecovid19-vaccine-safe
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/press-releases/ama-survey-shows-over-96doctors-fully-vaccinated-against-covid-19
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2021-08-17/vaccinated-covid-doctor-shot
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/04/17/us/vaccine-hesitancy-politics.html
https://thehill.com/media/568673-fox-news-requires-employees-to-provide-vaccinationstatus
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2021/08/29/george-washington-smallpoxinoculation-army/

LETTER FROM THE (NEW) EDITOR
9/14/2021
To our readers,
There is a palpable new energy on the SMC campus this fall. As we emerge from our Zoom
classrooms into a world where we all realize the true value of human interaction, we seem
to carry with us excitement that could only come from a trying 18-months. Someone
mentioned to me they felt we were at the cusp of a new Renaissance bursting with student
creativity and passion. I look around campus and see the full courtyard outside Cafe Louis
and the halls of Dante bustling once again, and realize that the student resurgence is here,
that SMC has begun a new chapter marked by the fervor of students reclaiming their
campus.
The feeling of newness that accompanies the post-Zoom campus sometimes takes the
form of new faces, new resources, new Cafe Louis sandwiches, and new ways of learning. It
is not lost on me that the events of the past two years have also radically changed the
world we live in on and off-campus. However, just as in the world outside of SMC, our longstanding traditions of community wholeness remain.
The Collegian has been an integral part of the SMC community for over 118 years, and we
do not plan on going anywhere. Our mission to unite the College community through the
exposure of truth and powerful storytelling remains central to our organization, and we
intend to take it further than it has ever gone in the history of The Collegian.
Being Editor-in-Chief of the paper was never a role I envisioned myself in. As a writer who
focuses on the artistry of the craft, print publication always seemed like an uninhabitable
place for a creative. However, as a student, a feminist for the 99%, a humanist, someone
who is anti-racist, pro-LGBTQ+, and believes in science, I recognize that the press is a place
for voices to gather with the intention of creating a better world together. Information is
the weapon of the people, and great change will happen when we commit ourselves to
informing the masses. I am deeply honored to be leading The Collegian towards this goal.
Changing our world may seem like an audacious goal for a student newspaper, but it has
been a reality for The Collegian before. In 2007, writers from the paper uncovered and
reported on sexual assault cases that had been undisclosed and buried. The fearless
reporting of these students that led up to the #MeToo movement ten years later

represents the guiding principles of the paper and inspires the work of me and my fellow
writers. Our reporting is done to inform other members of the SMC community, to be a
voice for the voiceless, to contribute to global conversations, and to pursue the truth
relentlessly. Perhaps it would be nice if we wrote fun, easy stories that you could browse
through on a Sunday, but it is not our job to be agreeable.
This year’s staff is committed to bringing the truth to the SMC students, staff, and faculty in
a compelling, factual, and original way. We represent the diversity of voices and
perspectives at SMC, and will not forget our responsibility to the campus community. In
light of this, I ask the community to show compassion to writers of The Collegian. This is a
time that is very tumultuous for writers, especially considering the misinformation spread
about the reliability of journalism. Already we have experienced pushback in our reporting,
so please understand that our intentions are to inform and not combat.
Nonetheless, I am in awe of those I have the privilege of working with this semester, never
before have I seen a group of Collegian writers so eager to create quality work. I thank our
staff for their continued hard work and dedication to the paper.
On behalf of The Collegian, I would also like to thank the administrators that make our
work possible. Cesar Ramos and Zach Tedrow from SIL have put countless hours into
bringing The Collegian to life, which is greatly appreciated by our entire staff. I would also
like to thank the Communications department for their support with print publications and
finding student writers. Finally, I would like to thank the donors who have made print
publication possible this year with their generosity.
Most importantly, thank you to our readers on and off-campus. Your continued support
keeps the word of the students alive.
The Collegian will be back in print publication starting this fall, but will continue to primarily
publish on our website. Stay safe, wear your mask (over your nose), and have a great
semester.
Kind regards,
Melanie Moyer
Editor-in-Chief

Culture
IS “MEGALOPOLIS” RISING AGAIN?
9/13/2021
Its legend precedes it for a passion project with decades of development behind it; rumors of a
movie epic with an outlook which has spanned potent eras of recent history have been
reinvigorated with new updates on the financing and progress of the project, along with creating
a new cast for a time in which movies are coming around to seeing their cherished re-opening
dates reached.
By George Donovan
Culture Columnist
Dreaming is believing for Francis Ford Coppola, the world-renowned director of such
groundbreaking movie legends as The Godfather and Apocalypse Now. At 82, his unique,
decades-in-the-making epic is ready to catch the wind of the resurgent world of new film
visions returning to preparation, execution, and the celebration from audiences and critics
across the planet.
The enormous and enigmatic project, Megalopolis, which has been hinted at many times
through the years, is a retelling of Ancient Rome’s Catiline Conspiracy, which pit the
patrician Catiline against Cicero in the former’s chance at overthrowing the Roman
Republic, supercharged with the beating heart of a futuristic modern New York.
Following Apocalypse Now’s release in 1979, capping one of the greatest filmmaker’s runs
of all time with 4 lifetime achievement-worthy movies to his name released in the decade,
Coppola took a heavy hit in the early ‘80s with the troubles of his Zoetrope Studios project,
and smaller movies followed through the years to come. But plans for Megalopolis picked
up in the following decade, with Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Jack, and The Rainmaker, three of
his biggest hits in the 1990s, all produced to build a steady funding for the dream project in
box office returns and studio persuasion. These developments came to a head in early
2001, with the announcement of Megalopolis at the Cannes film festival, floated by reports
of dozens of hours of street sounds and Manhattan architecture already shot as second
unit footage. Further hints, swirling around close friend and peer George Lucas’ Star Wars

Episode I’s technology and filming techniques coming into Coppola’s hands for the heady
production, promised an unparalleled movie experience.
“I think the big news here,” Coppola explained to Deadline last month, “is that I am still the
same as I was 20 years ago or 40 years ago. I’m still willing to do the dream picture, even if I
have to put up my own money, and I am capable of putting up $100 million if I have to
here. I don’t want to, but I will do it if I have to”.
With Coppola spending his recent years re-releasing some of his most popular films,
including new cuts and re-releases of his most famous movies, he’s hoping to put together
a version of the new project that can be created at $100-125,000,000, a budget with which
he’s committing to beginning principal photography next Fall with a cast for the 2020’s.
Among the actors being contacted and looking to sign onto the project include Forest
Whitaker, Cate Blanchett, Michelle Pfeiffer, Jessica Lange, and even James Caan, who made
history with Coppola in his Oscar-nominated role of Sonny Corleone in the original
Godfather. Zendaya and Oscar Isaac, two other stars looking to make it into the cast, have
been busy over the past few years with Dune, another ensemble epic with the word
“masterpiece” being shared and passed around among early critics who attended the film’s
premiere at the Venice Film Festival in early September. With the success of that movie,
opening October 22nd, suggesting the draw of a big cast to return in upcoming projects,
the updating casting efforts for Megalopolis are re-imagining the conflicts of the story and
characters for a new generation.
Coppola’s confidence in funding for Megalopolis comes at a time where these dreams can
come true, such as in the case of ‘70s peer Martin Scorcese, who’s own passion project, The
Irishman, had swirled through drains of financial backing from different studios and
production companies for years before finally settling to receive a funding and distribution
from Netflix; The Irishman’s release in November 2019 was one of the platform’s biggest
prestige movie hits, showing their support for the technology and scale which Scorcese’s
visions demanded. But with the new positions for partnering private financiers, coupled
with the sales in his vineyard holdings and winery outputs through the years, the beginning
of a refurbished Megalopolis interest machine and one massive last hurrah for Francis Ford
Coppola may pay off, and a legend will come to life to light up a rebounding industry, real
and rolling at last.

NEW CINDERELLA FILM HITS THEATRES
9/13/2021
A New Retelling of the Classic Story
By Remy Zerber
Culture Columnist
The new Cinderella movie starring Camila Cabello is a very good adaptation of the original
movie. This is Camila Cabello’s acting debut. The movie is modernized because it has some
themes of female empowerment. The music in the movie is good because there is something
for all ages. The new Cinderella movie starring Camila Cabello is a modern take on the classic
fairytale, which has something for everyone.
This new adaptation of Cinderella has many examples of female empowerment. One example is
when Cinderella says she doesn’t want to marry the prince because she would be giving up
everything she likes to do for him. This teaches young girls watching the movie that they should
put their own happiness before anything else and they should not sacrifice everything for a man.
Cinderella also makes a dress and sells it by herself. This teaches girls that they should not wait
for anyone to do anything for them. They should do everything for themselves. A third example
is when Cinderella wears a blue pantsuit. Her fairy godmother, played by Billy Porter, puts a
pantsuit on her, which is a symbol of a business woman. This teaches girls that they should
chase their dreams like Cinderella, since she is actively pursuing her dream of becoming a
fashion designer.
People of all ages will like the new Cinderella adaptation because of all the songs from different
generations. There are songs by Janet Jackson and Queen for older generations and songs for
younger people like “Material Girl'' by Madonna. These songs make the movie appeal to all age
groups, making it more successful. It probably sold more tickets and made more money
because of the music and the appeal to all age ranges.
The cast of Cinderella is incredibly diverse. Billy Porter plays the fairy godmother, also known as
Fab G in this version. He is a gay, Black man from Pennsylvania. He plays a genderless fairy
godmother in this adaptation. He says his character is genderless because “magic has no
gender” and his character is magical. Camila Cabello, who is of Cuban descent, plays
Cinderella. This is a nice change from all the blonde Cinderellas and shows young girls that
anyone can be a princess.
Clearly, the new Cinderella movie is a modern version of the classic fairy tale that everyone can
enjoy. It is a feminist version that empowers young women and girls by showing them what
women can do through characters like Cinderella. The music in this movie is good because it

appeals to all ages. The cast is also very diverse. The 2021 version of Cinderella is very
entertaining and empowering for young women.

TIK TOK: GEN Z’S FAST TRACK TO FAME
9/13/2021
After a year of Tik Tok’s rapid success, influencers from the app are looking to establish their
career in the industry. From creating music to designing clothing lines, Tik Tok influencers are
working past 15 second videos to make their names known.
By Isabelle Delostrinos
Culture Columnist
The internet has changed the game of becoming famous. It has given us famous bloggers,
Youtubers, Instagrammers, Viners, and more. Influencers from various platforms reach a
certain point in their career where they can venture past the one that built them. Liza
Koshy gained momentum on Vine back in 2013, which opened up opportunities such as
acting, hosting television shows, and creating her own makeup brand. Another example of
this would be Youtuber Jake Paul. He scored a role on Disney Channel’s Bizaardvark and is
somehow now a boxer.
Within the past year, the social media platform that creates instant celebrities has been Tik
Tok. The app was released in February 2019 as a merge with Musical.ly. It acquired all of
the existing users, making it a seamless transition for the platform. Similar to Vine and
Musical.ly, users could record and edit short videos to songs and sounds. This created a
meme-able environment, appealing to audiences of all ages. The app already proved its
success by sustaining over millions of users just a year after its release. But the global
lockdown mandates skyrocketed Tik Tok’s popularity, making it one of the most used apps
in 2020.
An influencer that rose from Tik Tok was Charli D’Amelio. In the heat of the pandemic,
D’Amelio was known for her effortless dancing. Short choreographed dances to current
songs was a strong trend on the app, and D’Amelio was labeled the queen of this. Posting
daily videos and collaborations with other “Tik Tokers” grew her fan base to 124.1 million
followers. As soon as it was possible, D’Amelio made an appearance on The Tonight Show
with Jimmy Fallon and even collaborated on a Tik Tok dance with J. Lo. Her rise to fame
allowed her to move her family out of Connecticut and into the heart of the industry, Los
Angeles.

The D’Amelio Show recently debuted on Hulu, being one of the first shows to be based on a
Tik Tok celebrity. The show consists of thirty five minute episodes following the lives of
Charli and Dixie D’Amelio. The family looks to use this show as a way to let fans and the
public into their lives. Not everything is as it really seems, and the first episode sheds light
on some of the issues that come with rapid success and internet fame. Along with the
show, the family works to expand their empire by creating their own clothing lines,
continuing partnerships with makeup brands, and jump-starting Charli’s dance career and
Dixie’s music career.
Besides the D’Amelios, another Tik Tok star looking to create a space for herself in the
industry is Addison Rae. After dropping out of college and moving to Los Angeles,Rae
founded her own makeup brand Item Beauty. She was later seen hanging out with
Kourtney Kardashian, which stirred the internet up with this unexpected friendship. Last
month, she made her acting debut as the star of Netflix’s He’s All That reboot. And these
are just some of the actions Rae has taken to grow her resume.
It seems as though we are witnessing Tik Tok stars finding their niche in the actual, real
world entertainment industry. Some are trying out a music career while others design their
own merch. But it looks like the wave of Tik Tok influencers to celebrities will continue to
grow these next few years. This past April, it was rumored that Netflix would be releasing a
reality show based on the Hype House, a content creator house containing Tik Tok
influencers. Facebook Messenger looks to promote one of their new features, Watch
Together, by streaming creator Avani Gregg’s personal talk show. Although these
influencers may not be known outside of their beloved Tik Tok posts, they are definitely
working hard to make their mark and create a lasting career in entertainment.

MOVIE REVIEW: SHANG-CHI AND THE LEGEND OF THE TEN
RINGS
9/13/2021
Jackie Chan-Esque fight sequences meet with beings with apocalyptic potential in Marvel's
newest film. A goofy sidekick, a scary sister, and tasteful use of Chinese culture make for a mustwatch movie.
By Benjamin Noel
Culture Columnist
In a post-Endgame Marvel Universe, there seems to be no need for new heroes. Falcon and
the Winter Soldier made short work of the Flag-Smashers, an organization that sought to
destroy borders. The Scarlet Witch came to terms with the reality of her loss and moved on
from her grief-fueled alternative reality. But none of these heroes could fathom, much less
overcome, the threats of 3000-year-old evil powers locked in a realm not accessible to the
outside world.
A normal valet, Sean, lives in San Francisco, parking cars by day and spending nights at
karaoke bars with his friend Katy, played by Akwafina, until they pass out early in the
morning. Sean speaks multiple languages and Katy has an honors degree from Berkeley,
but neither seems to have a direction in life. That is until Sean is jumped by a group of
thugs surprisingly well trained in martial arts.
He takes them on in a fight scene that is reminiscent of the action in Rush Hour with a few
twists. And that’s when we learn that Sean is really Shang-Chi. Who woulda thought? We
learn that he is no ordinary man, nor is he a superhero. His skills have come from a lifetime
of training and dedication to honing his mind and body. That’s what makes this film
different from most other comic book movies. The world did not fall in Shang-Chi’s lap, no,
he bled, sweat, and cried for every last bit of strength, skill, and knowledge he possesses.
And his lifetime of training, along with certain family ties, thrust him into the center of a
world-ending threat that he must take down.
I highly recommend this movie to anyone who is a fan of 80s and 90s martial arts movies.
The action in this film did not disappoint, and it had the best fight scenes of all the Marvel
movies I’ve seen. The choreography, the creativity, and the well-balanced opponents in

every fight scene made me jump up in my seat in anticipation, a feat that only a few martial
arts movies have accomplished.
There are no preset winners in any of these fights, there is no Hulk to smash around Loki,
and every match-up could have gone either way. Also, if you were a fan of Black Panther
and Wakanda, this movie is for you. In Shang-Chi we visit another realm that was able to
prosper without contact from the advancements of outside modern technology. The fights
and the lore within this movie made it worth the watch. You don’t need to have seen any
other Marvel movie to watch this one, but if you have, be prepared for a couple of cameos
from characters from previous movies, dating back to Iron Man III.
Overall this movie was a great stand-alone film in the Marvel Universe, but it’s not a reach
to say we’ll be seeing Shang and his friends again very soon. So buy your tickets and strap
in for two hours of action, comedy, and ancient lore. You won’t be disappointed.

Sports
AN INTERVIEW WITH BMX OLYMPIAN, NIKITA DUCARROZ
9/13/2021
Nikita Ducarroz represented Switzerland in the first ever BMX freestyle final at the Tokyo
Olympics, winning a bronze medal for her country
By Eden Llodrá
Sports Reporter
Nikita Ducarroz, raised in Sonoma Valley, got into BMX riding through Youtube videos. She
was self taught and a visual learner when it came to the sport. “When my family and I went
camping at Sugarloaf,” she shared,“I would make little jumps to jump off on my bike.”
It all began as a fun hobby and regular time spent at the skate parks. Then, some little
competitions here and there, but she said “at the time, as the only girl doing it, I didn't think
I could make it a career.” When she began the sport there wasn’t a whole lot of female
representation for BMX, however, Ducarroz said that social media helped her connect with
other girls around the world and brands as well. These connections really got her going and
led to overseas competitions, life-long friendships, and big sponsorships.
With all that is going on in our world today—not to mention the added pressure of an elite
athlete’s training regime and competition schedule—the stress is unimaginable.
Nevertheless, when speaking toDucarroz, her playfulness and comradery in her training
style shows the true reason she fell in love with the sport to begin with.
In the training center she says “when one of us is scared to do a trick we make bets, so if
someone does something that they have been really nervous to do then the other person
has to do the trick that they are most nervous about, and things like that.” With hours of
training everyday, it can be difficult to keep things feeling new and exciting, yet Ducarroz
makes sure that her BMX career does not become monotonous. “When I start feeling burnt
out and have dips in my training, when riding becomes not as exciting, I take a break until I
crave it again.” She takes her training seriously, but does not lose sight of why she started
riding in the first place. By leaving room to take breaks, her love for the sport is reborn.

When the pandemic hit at the beginning of 2020, Ducarroz was in the midst of moving to a
house in North Carolina that was right next to a training center. The purpose of the move
was to train more rigorously and she was lucky that she could still practice at the center
with a small group. She said, “my training changed a lot during the pandemic, because I
wasn’t getting ready for competitions anymore, but just practicing tricks. In some ways, it
worked out for the better.” Although competitions were canceled due to COVID-19, it gave
athletes like Ducarroz time to practice, regroup, and reconnect.
Throughout these last couple of years, there has been no doubt that people have
experienced struggles with their mental health, even before the pandemic, and Olympians
are no exception. Ducarroz shared that she has always struggled with anxiety and
depression and started seeing a psychologist even before her career took off. She says “my
mindset is always to take it one day at a time.”
With the looming possibility of the Olympics including freestyle BMX for the first time,
Ducarroz wasn’t sure whether or not she would be able to compete in Tokyo. This doubt
did not stop her from regularly training and getting herself mentally prepared.
When BMX finally made its debut at the Tokyo Olympics, Ducarroz was ready. Not only was
she trained and conditioned for the competition, she knew what strategies worked for her
to ease her stress. She said that she uses visualization and breathing techniques before a
competition, as training the mind is just as important as training the body.
At the Olympic finals, Ducarroz shared a special moment. “As everyone was feeling the
pressure, tense on the deck and people weren’t talking, my Australian friend broke the ice
and said ‘hey we haven't hugged in a while.’” At that point, she said that the silence broke
and the girls all came together to root each other on. They were all in it together.
Ducarroz shows us that we should never lose our playfulness, that breaks in routines leave
room for appreciation to grow, that mental health comes equal to one’s physical health,
and that without embracing others, we may never know the comradery in our successes.

